1900 Census: Engel Family of Erie. Pennsylvania
Fred Engel b Feb 1856, Germ M-19 yrs. [: 1880/Nat Owns home/mrtg

Sophia b Aug 1862, Germ  M-19 yrs. 8 children, 7 living
Henry b Mar 1883, Germ (17) Working

John b Jun 1886, Penna. (14) Working

Fred b Jun 1887, Penna. (13) O months at school
Herman b Jan 1889, Penna (11) At School

Alfred b Oct 1890, Penna (9) At School

Willie b Sep 1893, Penna (7) At School

Theodore b Feb 1896 (6)

1910 Census: Engel Family of Erie. Pennsylvania

Sophia b Germany Widow 9 children, 6 living 1: 1884
Henry b Germany (26) Ironworker

Fred b Penna. (23) Ironworker
Herman b Penna. (21) Ironworker
Theodore b Penna. (14) At School

illiterate
illiterate
R-W-S Eng
R-W-S Eng
R-W-S Eng
R-W-S Eng
R-W-S Eng
S Eng

Ger/Eng
Ger/Eng
English
English
English

NOTE: In 1910, John (24) and Albert (19) are both married and living nearby

1920 Census: Engel Family of Erie. Pennsylvania

Sophia b Head Wid (57) House #89 Carolina Street
Theodore b Son (22) “ “
John b Penna. (34) House#92
Fred b Head (33) House #91 “
Albert b Penna (28) House #90 “
Fred Engel Family
Fred b Penna Head (33)
Mary b Germany Wife (34) [: 1904; Nat by marriage Nov 1910
Fred b Penna Son (7)
William b Penna Son (5)
Helen b Penna Dau
(1)

1930 Census: Engel Families of Erie. Pennsylvania

Sophia b Germany Head (66) House #82 W 24 St Widow

John b Penna Head (44) House #80 “ Wood works
Fred b Penna Head (42) House#81 “ Milk Distributor
Albert b Penna Head (40) House#85 * Organ works
Theodore b Penna Head (33) House#83 “ Foundry worker

NOTE: Between 1920 and 1930 Carolina Street was annexed into the City as West 24 Street
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Location: Worsbrough Dale, Barnsley
Type: Explosion

Fatalities: 75

Date: Wednesday 24 January 15849

Poor ventilation and highly dangerous working practices continued to be the prime
causes of major pit disasters. Less than two years after the Oaks fired Darley Main
encountered another explosion, with an even larger loss of life. Seventy-five men and
boys were killed, as were eight horses. G ] Jarret of Doncaster was the main owner.
About one hundred men and boys had descend ed the pit at the start of the day-shift,
between 4 and @ am. At about 11.20 a dense jet of smoke and coal dust shot up from

Even after such a major disaster there was no compensation available for widows and
their families. As we have already seen, some colliery owners bought coffins and paid
funeral costs but the scale of later disasters even ruled this ‘benefit” out. A relief fund
tor Darley widows and children was opened, soon reaching £1,300, them]}rT
prictors contributing £201. Nevertheless, it is hard to imagine the hardship that these
families had to endure.

Especially, during times of protests and strikes. Miners reported that they knew they could
rely on their friends and neighbours for support in hard times. Miners were proud of their
work.

The Industrial Revolution created an increased demand for coal.

PROBLEMS: Collapsing roof; gas explosion; firedamp gas; flooding; Black Lung; child labor

WORKING CONDITIONS

Along with the fighting for their wages, miners endured harsh working conditions every day. In the
early 19" century, women and children also worked in the coal pits along with the men. Children
as young 8 could be found working for 12 or more hours a day in complete darkness. Children
worked as trappers. They opened and closed trap doors in the pits to allow for air ventilation.
Women and older children were used to mave the tubs or wagons of coal out of the mines. They
were known as hurries and thrusters. The horrors of these working conditions came to light in
1842 with the Children’s Employment Commission. The commission interviewed children, women,

and men who worked in the mines.
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